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Sept. 17, 2002
Contact: Nancy Mattina, interim director, UM writing center, 243-2470.
WRITING CENTER HELPS UM STUDENTS BECOME BETTER WRITERS 
MISSOULA -
The University of Montana now has a new center to help UM students improve their 
writing skills.
The writing center, located in Suite 211 of the James E. Todd Building, is open 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
noon to 6 p.m.
The center offers drop-in, scheduled and online tutoring; information about local and 
Web-based writing resources; and workshops and mini-courses aimed at improving 
undergraduate writing across all disciplines. In the second half of each semester, the center 
will add services as needed and schedule evening and weekend hours.
Four years ago the University’s Faculty Senate instituted a required writing proficiency 
assessment to ensure that all UM graduates are able to write with "clarity of thought and 
precision of language.” To graduate, UM students must take at least three writing courses and 
pass the assessment, as well as complete the upper-division writing expectations required in 
their majors.
"We want students to possess the ability to write well, as good writing is essential in 
the world of work our students will face upon graduation," said UM Provost Lois Muir.
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Nancy Mattina, the writing center’s interim director, said the center will play a role in 
the University’s emphasis on writing skills by guiding students toward better writing strategies 
and by providing regularly scheduled preparatory workshops for the writing proficiency 
assessment.
For more information, call Mattina at 243-2470, or go online to 
www. umt. edu/wr itingcenter.
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